LIFE   OF  LORD   REDESDALE
attributed to Brougham. In a footnote he chaffed the
writer on his criticism of the length of Counsels' speeches.
"We are quite sure," he wrote, "that his Lordship is much
too good-natured a man to be angry if we remind him
that long speaking at the Bar is not quite a modern inven-
tion. We recollect to have heard of a certain learned
Solicitor-General who took eight or nine hours to his
share in one trial in 1795." Lord Brougham doubted
whether Lord Redesdale's suggestions would meet the
case, "but that something should be attempted in con-
formity to the ideas of Lord Redesdale is, we think, per-
fectly dear."
Lord Liverpool had a paralytic and apoplectic seizure
early in 1827 and Canning became Prime Minister in his
stead. Canning died in the following August, and a
Ministry was formed by Lord Goodrich which lasted till
January (1828), when he was succeeded by the Duke of
Wellington, with Peel as leader of the Commons.
The question of Roman Catholic Emancipation now
over-shadowed all others in public interest. In Ireland,
where the agitation had been of long standing, the situation
had become so acute that the delay in its settlement
threatened to involve the country in civil war. The
Catholic Association had been formed in 1823 and, skilfully
led by O'Connell, had become all-powerful. At the open-
ing of Parliament in February 1825 the attention of
members had been again called to the unconstitutional
proceedings of both Roman Catholic and Protestant
societies in Ireland, notably the Catholic Association and
the Orange Lodges, whose riotous meetings were among
the main causes of the unrest and bitter religious animosity
that prevailed throughout the country. In England events
were moving slowly but surely. The Bill repealing the
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